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O Hagan Smith & Amundsen -

EPA Region § Records Ctr. L

R (A

150 Narth Michigan Avenue - Suite 3300 | S "
Chicago. IL 60601 265494 I
Ph. 312.894.3200 - Fx. 312.894.3210 e

Molly A, Caprez e
Direct Line (312) 894-3307
E-mail: Mcaprez@osalaw.com

December 21, 2004

Vi Facsimile (312) 886-1515

FOJIA Officer

United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region 5

77 West Jackson Street

Chicago, lllinois 60604

Re:  People of the State of Illinois, ex rel. Lisa Madigan, Attomey General of

the State of Mlinois v. Precision Extrusion, Inc., et al. and LeClercq v.

LockFormer, et al.
Case Nos.:  2003CH000979 and 00 C 7164

Our File No.: 2004525-ELS/MAC

Dear Sir/Madam:

Pursuant to FOIA, I write this letter to request a file review of the following
documents: information regarding the name (identity) of the “former employee of
~ Principal Manufacturing Company” that was interviewed in early December 2002. The
witness statement is referenced in the enclosed December 16, 2002 status report with the
subject line Downers Grove Contamivated Groundwater initiative. I request a copy of
the first lease of Principal Manufacturing Corporation at Janes Avenue, the asset-
purchase agreement, and any statements by Paul Bennett as referenced in the December
16, 2002 Report. (The attached statemnent indicates that the asset purchasc agreement and
lease would bc provided to the USEPA.)

Talso request any statements made by William F. Helwig, Jr. and any documents,

statements, summaries, reports and information from and by Joseph A. Malek related to
his investigation of 5400- 5410 Jancs Street, in or around December, 2002.

. Y, v r

W
L

Chicvago, IT. . Geneva, 1L« Milwaukee. WI . Rockfard. 17 | Wanlbraan 1T . Whanon- TT  Wimedeao .ot 1Y



. E 83/86
«12/21/2084 13:28 312-894-3316 0sA FAX 1 PAG

FOIA Officer
Dccember 21, 2004
Page 2

I would appreciate it if you would forward this request to the appropriate
individual such that we can coordinate a time for a file review of the information in the
file for the Ellsworth Industrial Park in Illinois. In the past, I know that such a review
was coordiriated With Fred Gage.

Please contact me if you have any questions or further concemns. [ appreciate
your anticipated cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
%Capmz

MAC/kak
Enclosure
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CONFIDENTIAL

TNITED STATSS NNVIRONMENTAL PROTRCTION AGENCY
REGIOR § CNICAGO, TLLINOIS

DATE: Dscanber le, 2002 |
SUBJRCT: Downars Grova Contaminated GrourAwater inlrirtive

FROM: Jossph A. Malek SE-~6J
| Phone 312-353-2007

70;: Carol Ropskl, BRSS -
Stevs Paryan, 0SC ' :
Ten Kxuager, ORC
Tom Crause, TEFA

, CC: Bill Messenger, BESS

7o keep-you current cn the status of the curyent investigatien
&imad at secking gouxces of groundwater centaminaeion in the ares
of the Ellswertb aubdivision, you sheuld know the fallowing:

a foumer -en?p:L'oye.a ‘off ‘Peineipal Manufagtizing Compamy was !
. Jodated end intervisved Lest.wesk. He told me thet during 1976 a. .
Mz Bdward .Leonard, sole ownez. of a Prinsipal NManulasturing- L
Company whioh cecupied a portion of the bullding located at B401
Tapes, diad being eurvived by his widow whase name hs oould not
recall, The widow enlisked the halp of one of her zalatives

(maybs a naphew) who lived ¥somewhsre down in southern U,8.,
wayba Miseissippl and who was & lumber salesman to halp her run
the place.$§ This euplovaa said,;

¥He triad to manage our place all tha wey from down there
and coly came up mayba ope 8z twWwise 2 marth. OCux place

- really was golng tec hall after Ed's ‘dzath and we had to
begin cut 'tosts, It was during thit time that I saw wy eo-
workers dump ocut 55 gallon druma of wasta olls and
lubriaants right out tha sorth exit dgar near ops af cur
sexvice doors. I would have To say that this dwping may
have eccirred over at lsast mwo Years, wmaybe longer.

a pcehail took delivery £rom a any talled Maggile :
§:otha.rs ,wh!ch. was thes located s Ye on tha ngg coast
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of 2 = 3 drumg each month of TCB,.. We also got Haxdout Lfrom
B coupany called Hanksteater or something like that gnd
bydraulic and maching oils from other campanies which waxe
stored ipside the loading dack avea. Un tha far scuthvwest
gide of cur plant - we prokably only then ocoupied ona-
fourth of the enti¥e building - we had 3 degreasing pit
which stood mayhe about 23 feet.ahave the floay. Zoployees
would bring cheir work to the degreaser and insert thaiyr
work inteo it te clean it off. ' :

&iethink‘it was for waybe 4 or 5 years that ¥d's wife ran
the place befors it was seld to the current ownexr of
Primeipal Manufacturing Companly, B Mr. Banuett. Eennset
cparated Prinzipal at the same locating until about the late
1950'y when he moved ghe ¢opsrmtics ta Broadview, Illinmsis.
Ed, his widaew gnd Mr. Bemett wexe leasing tha space frem a
guy namsd, Willlan Helwiyg who used to come permcnally to
pick up his rant Checks.§ -

§after Ed's death jin ordey to axve maney, I guess, I gaw £wo
managers orxdar Maxioan ptaff at Priocipll ta drain the
degreagar pit inte BS gallon drxrums, rall tha full drums to
the door and just duxp the lisuid out unte tha:ground, I
; protented more than once te them put I guess thay just kapt.
© deing it. It was not long afeer s dwmping that I 3z
‘happened to comment whils epting lunch at an area whazre . .
¥. “enployess could eat dutsida that the ground area,umdar that
. ,dcox appearpd to ha daveid of grass. This Birzan azea.was
gosut 6 feet wide, 15 feet Jlong snd 'sloped poxrthazly, towazd’
' a2 small swale but I’'do not know whexre ths purface water
drained from there. " I alsc sugpect that thay also dumpadl ' .
this ptuff down into tha sewar sftey they got tived of wmy :
complaints. Everyons knew that the stuff rhat thay weras
dumping was killing it.

Bnd of intorview.

Onge the intavview was connluded, this employse mand ¥ drove
‘o tha building that Principal oocupied in the Ellsworth '
gubdivizion. Tha Zacility 43 now accupied by Tricom which has
ite princsipal offices around the corne¥ on Wiatonsin Avenus.
Thexe tha ewployse pointed cut the door and ground ares whers the
duuplng tocdk placs. - Later that day, with Steve's conourzence, I
enlisted the help of Reith Leasuiax to stake and mark the axes in
anticipatior of aome sanpling taking placs thare. Bafors leaving
1 talked witdk borh Willimum Eelwig and 2 Triocon reprecantative
about Jite access but no Jdefinita arrsngements were made for the
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I had an ccoasion to visit with ¥x, Bsyustt at his
Bicadview cffice, He has tantatively agreed to furnish'me with
his €irat leass at the Jones Avenus facllity and with ¥my assec
purchase agraement. Scme of his currsat employees aze carTy-
overs fxom Bd leonard's cperations, '
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